
OCTOBER20, 2020 GLENWOODCITYCOUNCILMEETINGMINUTES

Held in City Council Chamber at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor B.T. Smith called the Council Meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. He asked
newspaper editor Joe May to lead the opening prayer, which was followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Council roll call was given by City Recorder-
treasurer Sharon Noble. The four council members were all present.

The first action item was the requested approval of the September 15, 2020
regular meeting minutes. The minutes were written and edited prior to the
meeting, by Mayor Smith, and a council member. Councilwoman Karen Baker
seconded the motion John Powell made to approve the minutes as read. The
vote was unanimous.

Recorder Noble requested that her drafted 9-15-20 minutes be made a part of the
of the city's permanent record, in addition to the mayor's minutes, since they
included financial specifics, contract information and amounts, not noted in the
mayor's council approved copy. The mayor said he refused to do that, so there
was no council motion, nor council comment.

The August financial report submitted by staff was approved on a 4-0 vote. The
motion was made by Baker and seconded by Powell.

Mayor Smith gave a brief update on the proposed Highway #70 bridge
construction project. He had received a letter from the state Water/wastewater
advisory committee. He noted their view agrees with the engineer's
recommendation, of the city borrowing the needed contract amount at zero
interest. The council is to review the construction amount, estimated to be from
$350,000 to $500,000. No action was taken.

The City Park project was discussed next. The mayor said that Kiron Browning of
Franks Engineering is expected to be in Glenwood next week for the
preconstruction meeting at city hall. The January 28, 2020 state grant of $67,988
is an in-kind agreement, requiring matching donations and volunteer work on the
park project. Park volunteer, Chris Bishop asked about the importance of
reopening the park restrooms, since young children and families are using the



park. Mayor Smith suggested that anyone interested in the park facilities should
call him.

New city logo designs were presented to the council, and the mayor asked the
council to okay reimbursing a city employee who paid an artist for the latest
design work. The original logo was altered to include an emphasis on Caddo River
recreation. The chosen design features a kayak, a larger river scene with fish, etc.
The founding date of Glenwood, 1909, is also visible. The previous logo was
approved in the 80's. On a motion by Baker, and a second by Clark, the new
design was approved on a 4-0 vote. The reimbursement of $60.00 to a city
employee was passed unanimously, on a motion by Baker and a second by
Caldwell. Councilman Powell, who had worked for several months on this project,
indicated it would soon be on the city's website.

Mayor Smith told the council there is no additional information about the
Tranquil Lane addition's lift station. Brief discussion about the landowner's desire
to have the city now take over the upkeep and expense of operating the
development's lift station followed.

The proposed Salem water tank cleaning was the mayor's next discussion item.
He said a Conway area company is now under consideration to do the work,
rather than the previously discussed out of state company.

On item #9, the mayor gave council members a listing of the city's quarterly CAP
response. He also noted that the city is still under orders from the Arkansas Dept.
of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). He mentioned required improvements. He told
the council of continuing water pond and sewer raceway problems.

On Agenda item #10, the mayor went over a listing he initiated to show the work
being done by city employees. He and Powell briefly discussed the listing. Smith
referenced Councilman Powell, who had emailed the mayor regarding some of his
concerns. The discussion continued and included agenda items 11 and 12, the
mayor's city related activities, and the questions posed by Powell. The comments
also included the city lift stations, noted on information from the sewer dept. The
city treasurer asked the mayor about the city's current lift stations and if any are
on wooden bases. He said all of them (15) have concrete or steel bases. Smith
told the council there are some current problems related to the Glenwood
Country Club lift station.



Powell questioned the mayor about the mayor's apparent practice of allowing a
city employee to use her recently approved city credit card to purchase gas for
her personal vehicle. Powell asked about the two $30.00 chargesmade to the
city for her 2 trips to Murfreesboro for court. Thesewere credit card charges the
council had not questioned prior to this month. Powell told the council that the
reimbursement standard had been for an employee to turn in their actual mileage
after attending an out of town businessmeeting. After further council discussion,
Powell made a motion that the city reimburse employees 31 cents a mile, the
current rate according to city policy. Jimmy Clark seconded the motion, and the
vote was 3-1, with Councilman Caldwell voting no. The council is to revisit the
issueat a future meeting. Baker and Caldwell expressed their view that the city
should pay more money in reimbursements to officials and employees.

Councilmember Baker asked questions about the unsightly structured
gate/fencing now seen on Third Street. Shesaid she does not want to make
problems for the police department but needs to understand. The police chief
and an officer said they are trying to work with the residents in several locations.
One yard mentioned is the years' long placement of unusable school buses
viewed as storage bins on a property on Broadway.

The police officer said the property owner was served a year ago by the city and
told to clean up the property, removing the buses. The owner has not complied.
The council was told that five of the seven residences were contacted by police
have begun cleaning up. The two others have now been cited. This discussion
ended Mayor Smith's update on the city cleanup ordinance enforcement.

Under announcements, the mayor told the council that Grant Farm Road
surfacing is underway, with the cooperation of the county road crew. He said the
city is responsible for the materials, and the county will handle the labor.

According to the mayor, Windstream has notified the city that the suggested date
of February for the city's improved phone system is likely. He said South Central
Connect is now saying it may take up to two years to complete their installation.
Smith noted that the DMR report for the month was good. After continuing
council discussion and on advice from the police department, the council
approved a change in the city parks' hours of operation. On a motion by Clark,
and a second by Powell, city park hours will be from sun-up to sunset. The mayor



also asked the council to consider the possibility of purchasing new city vehicles,
through state bidding processes. Smith said both the street department and the
sanitation department have adequate funds to make such purchases.

During the mayor's announcements, Smith informed the council about what he
termed "a forgery we cannot prove." He told the council that a 2010 diesel
tanker truck had be given to the city for fire department use. Then, the mayor
explained that $10,000 in ACT833 monies was used to repaint the truck, with no
city authorization. He said the person presumably responsible for the forgery is
no longer associated with the city. He termed the incident as a sad one and did
not give further details.

After the agenda was completed, Councilman Caldwell told the council to think
about removing the shrubbery in the Highway 70 triangle. He said it has become
a traffic hazard, and Baker agreed that it is unsightly. The city recorder asked
about the need to trim, not to eliminate the plants. Caldwell made the motion to
remove the shrubbery, and Baker seconded it. The vote was unanimous.

In the final moments of the meeting, a question was asked about the proposed
water rate increase. Mayor Smith said he had polled the council, and that the
water bills will not be raised "for the time being."

The motion to adjourn was made by Caldwell and seconded by Baker. The vote
was unanimous.

(Minutes drafted by City Recorder Sharon Noble)
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APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 20,2020
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